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THE JOY OF COMING TOGETHER 
“Day after day both in the temple and at home they never stopped teaching and 
proclaiming the good news of Jesus the Messiah”.    (Acts5:42) 

Keeping in mind the instructions and guidelines of the Archdiocese of Calcutta, that every 
parish should form the “Small Christian Community” to live out the gospel value more 
effectively in the local church, I took the opportunity to organize the prayer meetings at 
different units of the parish. Along with the SSC prayer meetings I also arranged with the 
help of area representatives Confession & Holy Mass during the Advent Season of 2017. 
The Advent Season made the people feel the need of spiritual preparation and the 
importance of Christmas in their lives. 
So, in the course of time I could foresee the people’s enthusiasm and joy in coming 
together. They took an active part in Gospel sharing as well as in the liturgy. There I 
experienced & found the special bond of love and togetherness among the people who 
were spiritually and morally boosted up. The SCC Prayer meetings and Holy Mass gave 
an opportunity to know people better in their life situation. I found them one in spirit as the 
early Christian communities were united with one another in the network of support, 
sharing and caring.  
Though the parishioners here are economically poor but their support for the church is 
quite commendable. They are united with the clergy for the various activities of the church. 
This reminds me of Pope Paul VI who stated “on Evangelization in the Modern World, 58”, 
“basic communities” should “remain firmly attached to the local church in which they are 
inserted and to the universal church thus avoiding the very real danger of becoming 
isolated themselves”. “Communities maintain a sincere communion with the Pastors whom 
the Lord gives to His Church, and with the magisterium.” 
Besides other activities in the parish church, SCC prayer meeting along with the liturgy 
was one of the best events of the year 2017 I found. For it gave a real opportunity to all the 
lay faithful at different units in the parish, to prepare themselves for the meaningful 
celebration of Christmas. I wish and pray that the parishioners always remain united so 
that we may continue to work together for the growth of the church in this New Year 2018.                       
May God Bless You All! 
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CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION! 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 2018! 



 

 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                        

                                                 

                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 August 15, 2017:  The Church of Our Lady of Lourdes celebrated the feast of the assumption and the 

Independence Day. The credit goes to the youth, religious and all the parishioners who made the day creative and 

wonderful, by putting their heads together. The flag was hoisted by the Chief Guest Rev Fr, Shyam while the crowd 

stood in attention and sang the National Anthem ‘Jan Gan Man’. At the outset, the ceremonial lamp was lighted by 

the guest after which the hosts, Joy Albert Beck and Lisa Tigga welcomed Fr. Shyam Mandi , Mrs. Debjani Bor and 

Sr. Juliana to the judge’s table. Drawing and singing competition was the hallmark of the day. The following were 

the list of participants- mothers, fathers, catechism children, Providence children, Youth and the Sisters of Charity. 

Our Parish priest Rev.Fr. Xavier Kujur gave a warm welcome note to all present there in the hall. The Mother’s 

Group deserved a special mention for their commendable performance. There was also a special dance 

performance by the Youth, when some of the youth dressed themselves to represent the states of India started to 

walk down in pairs from the stage into the crowd. It was surely a day to remember and one that would be cherished 

for a long time by each one of us. A special vote of thanks was jointly given by Fr. Kujur and Fr. Shyam. I speak for 

the crowd that will definitely wait for such events to happen every year. Until then, we shall wait and brain storm for 

the next Independence Day!                                                -Ravi Singh & Marina George 

FEAST OF ST. MONICA 

On 27th August, the Church of our Lady of Lourdes celebrated the feast day of St. Monica, as she was the 

patroness of all the mothers, we dedicated the day to all our mothers in our parish. We consider St. Monica as an 

epitome of mother, her prayerful life, and her dedication to the reformation of her son, is remembered and 

honoured. Hence we thought it would to be the perfect day to show our courtesy towards our mothers. After the 

mass, the youth had prepared a short program in order to make this day special. There was a short film on St 

.Monica, played by Sr. Nisha to make the day more memorable by visualizing the life of the Saint. Amidst the 

song and dance, the main event was the Quiz competition. The whole Bible was the topic for the quiz. As we all 

know, every competition has their own winners, so the first three winner groups were awarded with prizes! The 

day ended with our parish priest praying over the mothers of our church there after all the mothers were gifted 

with a Rosary each.                                                                                               - Jyoti Rani Murmu  

                                                                                                                                                                   

- Jyoti Rani Murmu  

 

 

 

 

 

INDEPENDENCE DAY AND THE FEAST OF ASSUMPTION OF OUR LADY 



 

 

                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Christmas tree celebration was held on 17th December, 2017 .The day was started with the Holy mass. Rev. Fr. Henry 

Saldhana was the Chief Guest of the day. All the parishners were gathered with the whole family and friends. The stage was set 

for an exciting flow of events, and emcee hosts Ravi James Singh and Marina George proceeded with a grand start by 

welcoming the crowd, the participants and Fr. Henry Saldanha into the parish hall, who then declared the open by his 

opening speech. The programme began with a Nativity play acted out by our Sunday school Catechism children led by Sr. 

Afrina. The Providence home kids too put up a great Christmas dance. This was followed by the exciting Carol Singing 

Competition. Three respected judges Sr.Baia, Mrs. Mary George and Br. Ritesh Kujur were invited to judge the competition. 

This musical and joyful event had some fantastic performances, and the judges had a tough time deciding the winners. Finally 

the scoring sheets revealed our prize winners:  

1st place – Providence Home children, 2nd place – Youth Group,3rd place – Mother’s Group,4th place – Young couple’s 

group 

The parish priest and the chief guest took this beautiful opportunity to felicitate the Senior Citizens of our parish and 

honoured the elders of our Parish with a humble token of our love and gratitude. Almost a hundred old people including 

Religious senior Sisters were invited to be part of this event and specially packed tokens of appreciation were handed over to 

all of them. It was such a beautiful sight. Fr. Xavier Kujur ended the show with a vote of thanks to all who made the event a 

grand success. We ended the Christmas tree event with a promise to only come back with more exciting performances in 

2018.                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                              -Ravi Singh & Marina George 

 

 

डिनरी लेवल करम उत्सव 

हम सभी ख्रिस्त्यों का विश्िास है कक हमारे प्रभु येसु िीस्तत भी कू्रस काठ पर ही ठोके जाकर मानि जातत को पापों से मुक्तत दिलाने 
के ललए अपने प्राणों की बलल चढ़ायी थी| इसी विश्िास पर आधाररत करम का पिव हमारी परम्परा एि ंसंस्तकृतत िेश-भूषा को िशावता 
है| ललए अपने प्राणों की बलल चढ़ायी थी| इसी विश्िास पर आधाररत करम का पिव हमारी परम्परा एिं संस्तकृतत िशे-भूषा को िशावता 
है| २४ लसतम्बर को हमारे पल्ली “लूिसे की माता मररया गिरजा” बरासात, में यह पिव मनाया गया| उस दिन तीन कुिांरी लड़ककयां, 
तीन हरी करम की डाललयों को काट कर बड़ी धूम-धाम से बाजा एि ंनाचगान के साथ गगरजा घर के प्रांगन में लाकर िहााँ से श्रद्धा 
पूिवक माताओं एिं युितीयों के द्िारा “आईजे तो करम आिै” प्रिेश नाच के साथ करम की डाललयों को बेिी तक पहुाँचाये |  

 गगरजा में श्रद्धेि फा॰ सेलिेस्ततर टोप्पो के कर कमलों द्िारा धूम-धाम से लमस्तसा समारोह मनाया गया| लमस्तसा के िौरान ही फािर 
ने करम की संक्षिपत कहानी सुनत ेहुए करम पिव की विशषेता को समझाए| कफर लमस्तसा के बाि जल पान के ललए अिकास दिया 
गया| इसके तुरंत बाि संस्तकृतत कायवक्रम के ललए हॉल में सभी कोई जमा हुए, जहााँ पर करम नाच की प्रततयोगगता के ललए प्रमुख 
अततगथ एिं जज तैयार थे | प्रततयोगगता में प्रथम,  द्वि्य एिं ततृीय विजयी िलों को पुरूस्तकार दिया गया| इस क बाि प्रीतत भोज के 
ललए सभी कोई प्रस्तथान ककये| अन्त में युिक-युिती और माता-वपता लमलकर करम की डालीयों को नाच-गान के साथ एक तनक्श्चत 
जगह में विसक्जवत ककये |                                                                                                                     -रौशनी ततग्िा  
 

 

 

करम का पेड़ मात्र एक पेड़ ही नहीं बक्ल्क आराध्य िेि ििृ भी है| यह 
आदििालसयों के ललए अक्स्तत्ि का  रिक, आध्यालमक जीिन िशवन और 
सामाक्जक परम्पराओं का प्रतीक है| यह समाज की आस्तथा, हमारी परंपरा, 
प्रकृतत एिं जंगलों से जुड़ा हुआ है| यह आदििालसयों के ललए प्रकृतत से जुड़ा 
हुआ पिव है तथा “करम” हमारे िीस्ततीय धमव के विश्िास पर आधाररत है| 

CHRISTMAS TREE CELEBRATION 


